
 
The Society is now on Twitter!  Follow us on   @WarwickNatHist 

 
21 January 2022: Male blackcap seen for first time (despite assiduous watching) this season in 

Radford Road garden between canal and reserve. It has been seen daily since, feeding as in 

previous years, mainly on half apples, also sunflower hearts from feeder and peanut, apricot and 

cereal mush on tray. As one or two have been seen almost annually since 2015, sometime from 

early but usually from late December, I would be glad if someone would advise me if this late date 

is due to climate, migration weather or reduced number of migrants. (Advice anyone please?) 
 

26 January: 7 goosanders (3 male, 4 female) on dark pool behind Kingston Manor, Chesterton. 
 

27th January       LS 

 
A morning stroll around Jephson Gardens on a sunny morning was 
quite uplifting....  There were signs of spring, with splashes of colour 

provided by Dwarf Iris, Snowdrops 
and Hellebores.  
 

Swans glided serenely above the 
weir where only recently there had 
been thunderous torrents of 
brown water.  
 

Doves or Pigeons were flying 
joyously round and round the 
lake, their wings flashing in 

sunlight as 
they landed 
on a tree by 
the fountain.  
 

Squirrels which never hibernate were busy 
digging up hidden nuts, while visitors sat 
on benches enjoying the welcome winter 
sunshine.  

28th January        FW 

 
Winter Whimsy 

Walking through Thickthorn Woods on January 29th, 

imagination overtook common sense and I saw the sun  

glistening on wet, evergreen leaves becoming white,  

beckoning lights.  

Bare trees throwing branches madly into the sky and a glade  

of pine trees hiding a multitude of stories while a beast sighed 

and wearily wished a story would begin......  

30th January        SG 
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February 1st, 2022 and six hoverflies feasting on the 
aconites and one on a leaf having a clean-up.  
Four female and two male Eristalis tenax and in the 
bottom left corner a female Episyrphus balteatus,  
the Marmalade hoverfly.        
2nd February         SG 
 
 
5 frogs seen in my pond today.       

2nd February         MJ Roberts 

 
St Mary’s Lands, Warwick 
Following an evaluation of last year’s trial putting temporary protective 
measures in place in Lammas Field to aid the recovery of endangered 
bird populations, Warwick District Council is proposing to reinstate 
these measures this year in the area where Skylarks and Meadow Pipits 
have historically nested and raised their young in the long grass. 

There has been a sharp decline in numbers of ground nesting birds breeding in this location in 
recent years. Our Society has sent a letter of support for the continuation of these measures 
which, if agreed, will be installed until the end of August. 
3rd February          RW 
 
 
The heron is a regular visitor to St. Nicholas’ Park and is getting quite 

used to being close to people - though it doesn’t like dogs too much!         

3rd February         RT 

 

 

 

 
As I walked around the lake in Jephson Gardens on a chilly 
day, admiring the rainbow in the fountain, a flock of 
Black-headed Gulls swooped noisily overhead with their 
harsh screaming calls, diving to the water and fighting for 
welcome crusts of bread being thrown by a small boy and 
his father.  
 
 

The usual Mallard, Mute Swans and Canada Geese stood no 
chance of getting anything. Surprisingly, some gulls had 
dark brown heads, the usual summer plumage, but others 
had their winter markings on a white head - two blackish 
smudges around the eye. It seems rather early for summer 
brown head plumage but maybe this is indicative of climate 
change? Photographs show a mixture of both marking but 
most sitting on the water have white heads while some of 
the most acrobatic birds often sported chocolate brown hoods. The camera on my mobile 
captured some of their aerial movements as they twisted, dived and plunged in the water in 
search of food.  
3rd February         FW  
 

.../ 



 
 
 

Any views on Frances’s mystery duck in 
the last Snippets at Long Itchington? 

 
 

 
 
 
 
February 3, 2022 a very small Two-spot ladybird crawling up the kitchen  

wall and now in the greenhouse with some over wintering plants. 

8th February        SG 

 

 
 
Rats 
I have to agree with Megan McCubbin's views on the brown rat getting a bad rap and very 
pleased to read of Derek's tolerance of them in his garden.  As we all know they are resourceful 
and intelligent creatures.   
 

They hunker down in my compost bins (of which I have many) and so I make sure to keep the lids 
off if I know they have visited (droppings being the giveaway - with the occasional leaping out if I 
turn the heap!) I also give the compost bins a good thump on the side or shake them if not too 
heavy as I pass each day - just keeps any cosy critters on their toes and not too undisturbed.   
 

I have recently taken to putting my vegetable peelings into a trench in the garden, which I then 
cover over with soil, rather than composting them as if ratty doesn't have any food he is not 
going to be attracted to the compost  bins (especially with all the banging and clanging going 
on).  They are very phobic to change - it makes them ultra-cautious in my experience, so if 
feeding birds try to move feeders around.   
 

In my opinion one of the major problems with our declining bio diversity is the amount of 
rodenticides in our environment - it does not discriminate across species, so the poison will kill 
not only rats (although they are becoming increasing immune to poisons requiring ever greater 
volumes to be used) but also our mice, voles, shrews.....which impacts so badly on our 
ecosystem.  So try to, if not love, then tolerate our scuttling friends.  I know it may be a big ask!      
8th February         BC 
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